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with him, or upon what occasion; nothing appears
upon record to give us the least light into it, other
than this, that we find the effects of an invisible
devil in Ham or Cham, one of Noah's sons, and in
Canaan his grandson; but it is not the invisible
devil that I am inquiring after, but an appearing
conversible demon or evil spirit, who assuming
human shape, or at least voice, and intelligible oper-
ations, could supply the office of the Devil in as-
sisting mankind in the several exigences of their
affairs, when any kind of infernal work was upon
their hands.

This, I say, is the devil I am inquiring after; and
as I would fain bring mankind and him to be ac-
quainted together in a decent and regular manner,
I must confess I am at a great loss for want of the
particulars, as well of persons, as of the circum-
stances in which those persons were concerned.

However, since that part cannot be entered any
further into, or at least not so far as to make a full
discovery, we must take up with so much as we
find upon record, and this may perhaps be enough
to satisfy us that so it was.

The story of Job, according to the sacred chro-
nology, and by comparing it with other accounts of
things, appears to be very ancient; even so old as
to be in a very few years after Abraham; for Eliphaz
the Teinanite could not, by calculation, be many re-
moves from Esau and Ishniael; and Job being at
that time an old man, no less than a hundred years
old, he might probably be alive within the time of
Japhet, one of the sons of Noah; for it is thought
Job was above a hundred years old when his first
sorrows came upon him.

Now in the time of Job, it is evident the Devil
had made his visible appearances upon earth, and
among the sons of God too ; for he appeared before
the Lord at the time, as is supposed, of a solemn